GLEN DAWSON 


Introduction. The RCS bylaws define those eligible for honorary mem- 

bership as “former active members who have distinguished themselves in 
rock climbing or technical mountaineering, or have rendered outstanding 
services to the RCS." The purpose of this resume is to present Glen 
Dawson's qualifications as a distinguished climber and also as one who 
rendered outstanding services to the sectione 


Personal background. Glen Dawson was born in Los Angeles in 1912, the 
eldest child of bookseller Ernest Dawsone Ernest was an active Sierra 
Club member who served in many club posts, including president (1935-37). 
Glen naturally began to take part in club activities at an early ages 

He attended UCLA from 1931 to 1935, becoming a member of the ski 
teame After graduation, he took a one year trip around the world to 
study rare books, see the sights, climb, and skie On his return he 
became a partner in his father's bookshop and continued his Sierra Club 
activitiese He was elected a club director in 1937, a capacity he 
retained through 1951. Glen was known as the "Agent for Progress and 
Propaganda" because of his effectiveness as a fundraiser and his ability 
to push projects to completione | 

In 1940, Glen married Mary Helen Johnston, a fellow Ski Mountaineer 
(later an RCS member). ‘They have three children: Keith (1943), Karen 
(1944), and Susan (1948). The Dawsons have lived in Pasadena since 1942. 

In World War II, Glen received the Bronze Star for service in Italy 
with the Tenth Mountain Division. After his father's death in 1947, he 
continued the bookshop in partnership with his brother Muir, also a well 
known skier-climbere In keeping with the changing direction of the Club, 
Glen was chairman of the chapter Conservation Committee 1949-50. 

Glen has been relatively inactive in Sierra Club affairs since the 
early 1950se The bookshop and family have received most of his times 

- Son Keith Dawson recently réturned to the Los Angelés aréa to become a 

third generation Dawson bookseller. | 


Achievements in climbing. Glen's first climbing was done on the annual 
Sierra Club High Trips, which he participated in from 1926 through 1934-— 
except 1928, when he visited Switzerland with his father and climbed the 
Matterhorn and Jyngfraue His early High Trip climbs were usually made 
with Jules Eichorn, a partnership which is now a legend. They made many 
first ascents and new routes, some early ones being the west face of Mt 
Winchell in 1930 and Matthes Crest in 1931. 

Glen and Jules were members of the fabled Underhill party of 1931. 
Underhill "taught a new generation of California cragsmen proper, text- 
book=-style rope techniques, and, by doing so, ushered in a radical 
Change in the climbing history of the range," according to Steve Ropere 
They made the first ascents of Thunderbolt Peak (Underhill Couloir) and 
the East Face Route on Mt Whitneye Roper calls Dawson and Eichorn "two 
of the leading lights of a generation which was to establish hundreds of 
rock climbs in Yosemite Valley and the High Sierrao" 

Subsequent High Trips included two new routes on Russell (1932), 
the first traverse from Norman Clyde Peak to Middle Palisade (1933), and 
the first south to north traverse of the Three Teeth (1934). Apart from 
the High Trips, his early Thirties climbs took him to the Canadian 
Rockies, the Pacific Northwest, the Southwestern desert, and Baja Cali- 
fornia, where he and a party he helped organize made the second ascent 
(new route) of Picacho del Diablo in 1932. He was also prominent in 
the 1933 search for Pete Starr, making the first ascent of Dawson Min- 
aret in the course of the searche At UCLA in 1934, he became a charter 
member of both the Ski Mountaineers and the Rock Climbing Section. 
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His trip around the world in 1935-36 included many continental 
European technical climbs and ski ascents--notably the south face of 
Marmolata in the Dolomites and several difficult Wetterstein climbse He 
also climbed in Britain, the USSR, and Japane 

During the late 1930s, Glen continued to be extremely active. 
Tahquitz Rock had been discovered and pioneered during his absence, but 
he soon climbed all the routes and seconded Dick Jones on the first 
ascent of the hardest of all--the Mechanic's Route--in 1937. He climbed 
in Yosemite Valley and the High Sierra, where he and Jones organized and 
led the first ascent of the East Buttress of Mt Whitney in '37. 

He was one of the first climbers to be attracted to Zion, making 
the third ascent of the Great White Throne (1937), the first ascent of 
East Temple (1937), the first ascent of Sentinel (1938), and a technical 
traverse of the Virgin River Narrows (1938). He and Bob Brinton orga~ 
nized a Canada trip in 1938 which included the third ascent of Bugaboo 
Spire, the second ascent of Brenta Spire, "notorius" Mt Louis, and a 
traverse of Victoriae 

Glen served as an instructor and soldier in the Mountain Troops 
during the ware He did little technical climbing thereafter, but he 
served as Ski Mountaineers chairman in 1946, AAC Sierra Nevada Section 
vice-chairman around 1950, and first chairman of the new AAC Southern 
California Section in 1963.6 


RCS service» Dick Leonard founded the Cragmont Climbing Club in 1932, 
and by 1933 it had become the first club Rock Climbing Sectione Glen 
knew many of the Bay Chapter RCS members through the High Trips and the 
Underhill party, and he occasionally attended the Cragmont practice 
Climbse It is not surprising, then, that the first rock Climbing 
session scheduled within the Southern California Chapter was led by Glen 
(November 5, 1933)-e A total of three such trips were scheduled in 1933 
and early °34$ Glen led two and assisted on the othere These practice 
Climbs laid the foundation for the establishment of Climbing within the 
Southern California (now Angeles) Chapter. 

Glen, Art Johnson, and their friends soon realized that a local 
version of the northern RCS was needed in the southe With Glen--the most 
prominent local climber--pushing the idea, the Executive Committee 
authorized the creation of the section in September 1934. Glen was a 
charter member of the section and of the Rock Climbing Committee, which 
through 1936 governed the sectione 

In the seven months of scheduled section outings before his trip 
around the worid, he led five days of climbinge His experience and abil- 
ity greatly influenced the membership, leading to a rapid rise in stan- 
dardse Jim Smith, an outstanding figure in Tahquitz explorations by 
1936, lamented in 1935 after bouldering with Glen: 


"eeeBill [Rice] and I could not get more than four or five 
feet up even when we were belayed from above. To see the 
way Glen danced up it, traversed it, found new routes, would 
make an unobserving person think it easye Glen consoled us 
by saying it was more difficult than Cl at Cragmont.e" . 


Glen continued his guidance of the section after his return in 
1936. The section minutes show that he was looked to for decisions on 
a wide variety of questions; his suggestions were invariably accepted by 
the members and officers. He led trips until entering the army in 1943, 
becoming the sixth most active of the fifty or so trip leaders of the 
prewar periode 

Besides all this, Glen conceived the Mugelnoos in 1938 and was 
first editor» The paper was originally published in the bookshope 


